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Lesson 7: Lower Limb Focus — Anatomy & Basic Application

In this lesson, we concentrate on the lower limbs – from the feet up to the thighs – integrating Western anatomical
knowledge with Ayurvedic concepts. We will explore the structure and energetic significance of the lower limbs, learn key
marma (vital) points, practice Kalari Uzhichil massage techniques step-by-step, address common leg issues, and engage in
a guided 10-minute massage practice.

1. Anatomy Overview (Feet, Calves, Thighs)
Western Anatomy – Bones & Muscles: The lower limb consists of the thigh (hip to knee), leg (knee to ankle), and foot.
The thigh contains the femur (the body’s longest, strongest bone) and is enveloped by powerful muscles. The front thigh
muscles are the quadriceps femoris (a group of four that straighten the knee) – including the vastus lateralis, medialis,
intermedius, and rectus femoris. On the back of the thigh are the hamstrings (three muscles that bend the knee). The
inner thigh has the adductors (bringing the legs together) for stability. The leg (calf region) has two long bones: the tibia
(shin bone) and smaller fibula, forming the ankle with the foot bones. Major calf muscles include the gastrocnemius and
soleus, which join at the Achilles tendon to enable plantarflexion (pointing the foot). The front of the shin has the tibialis
anterior muscle for dorsiflexion (lifting the foot). The feet themselves contain 26 bones (tarsals, metatarsals, phalanges)
forming arches, with numerous small muscles and ligaments to support weight and balance. These structures give the
lower limbs both strength and flexibility, enabling standing, walking, running, and jumping.

 

Figure: Key muscles of the lower leg. The gastrocnemius (large calf muscle) and soleus (deep calf muscle) are labeled,
attaching via the Achilles tendon to the heel. Together they allow powerful push-off in walking/running. (In Kalari training,
these muscles often bear heavy loads and require regular stretching and massage.)

Ayurvedic Anatomy Perspective: In Ayurveda, the lower limbs are richly supplied by dhatus (tissues) such as mamsa
(muscles), asthi (bones), and rakta (blood). Strong muscles and bones in the legs indicate healthy mamsa and asthi
dhatus, while well-nourished srotas (channels) ensure proper circulation of blood (rakta) and nutrients to these tissues.
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The limbs are considered a seat of Vata dosha – the energy of movement. In fact, Ayurveda teaches that the lower one-
third of the body is dominated by Vata, and specifically, Śhakti (the lower limbs) are a primary site of Vata. This means the
legs are prone to issues of dryness, stiffness, and fatigue if Vata is aggravated (for example, after excessive exercise or
exposure to cold wind). Balanced Vata in the legs manifests as flexible joints, quick healing, and a sensation of lightness,
whereas imbalanced Vata can cause cracking joints, numbness, or cramps.

In Ayurvedic anatomy, the lower limbs also have a Kapha aspect (providing stability and lubrication to joints) and a Pitta
aspect (warmth and metabolism in the muscle tissue), but Vata is predominant. Proper oil massage (Abhyanga) is
therefore highly recommended to nourish the legs and pacify Vata. Warm medicated oils penetrate the skin and muscle,
improving circulation in the rasa  and  rakta  srotas  (fluid  and  blood  channels)  of  the  legs  and  supporting  lymphatic
drainage. According to the Ayurvedic classic Ashtanga Hridayam, “oiliness is the opposite of dryness” – by applying oil,
dryness and related Vata is decreased.  Daily oil  massage increases strength and cures tiredness & Vata
disorders in the limbs. In the context of Kalari training, this means keeping the legs strong, preventing stiffness, and
maintaining the grounding energy of the body. (Energetically, the legs connect to the root chakra, imparting stability
and grounding vital for martial arts stances.) In summary, the lower limbs form the foundation of both our physical
structure and our energy flow – strong bones and muscles give stability, and balanced doshas in the legs ensure
endurance and agility for Kalari practice.

2. Marma Points Mapping (Lower Limb Energy Centers)
These vital energy points (blue dots) include Kshipra (foot), Gulpha (ankle), Janu (knee), Urvi (thigh), Lohitaksha
(upper thigh), among others. Each marma is a junction of muscles, bones, tendons, vessels, or nerves, and is believed to
govern the flow of prana (life energy) through the leg. Proper knowledge of these points is crucial in Kalari Uzhichil – both
to avoid injury and to therapeutically stimulate energy pathways.

Overview: There are 11 marma points in each leg (44 in both legs combined). Stimulating or pressing these points during
massage can relieve pain and restore balance, while injury to them can cause significant harm. Below we identify the
major lower limb marmas, their locations, and significance:

Kshipra – Located in the web between the big toe and second toe (forefoot). Kshipra is a snayu marma (associated
with ligaments/nerves) and highly sensitive. In Kalari and Ayurveda it’s known for its fast action: stimulating
Kshipra can instantly relieve foot cramps and even acute headaches, due to a nerve connection that “links to the
brain”. Energetic significance: Opens up circulation from the feet upward and activates the leg’s lymphatic flow.
Pressure: Use only gentle to medium pressure here, as it can be quite tender. Proper handling of Kshipra helps in
relieving toe stiffness, calf cramps, and overall Vata in the feet (it’s often a reflexology point for head/brain, as
noted).
Gulpha – Corresponds to the ankle joint (talocrural joint). It is a sandhi marma (junction of bones/joint). There are
two aspects: medial and lateral ankle. Gulpha governs the structural integrity of the ankle – injury to this point can
cause pain, stiffness, and gait deformity. Energetic  significance: This marma influences balance and stability
(the ankle is our contact with the ground). In Ayurvedic therapy, Gulpha is used to calm anxiety and insecurity;
balanced ankles give a sense of support (both physically and metaphorically). Pressure: Moderate pressure with
circular motion can be applied around the malleoli (ankle bones) to relieve tension. In Kalari massage, pressing
Gulpha can alleviate ankle pain, swelling, and even radiating leg pain. Be cautious if there’s any history of sprain –
use supporting hand positions.
Janu – Located at the center of the knee (knee joint, front and back). Janu is another sandhi marma (joint marma)
and critical for mobility. It’s a Vaikalyakara Marma, meaning serious injury here can cause deformity or loss of
function.  Energetic  significance: Janu marma controls the flow of prana through the knee, affecting the leg’s
flexibility and stability. Therapeutically, it is pressed to address knee pain and swelling. Stimulating Janu can benefit
conditions like osteoarthritis and restless legs, and is even said to influence sleep and anxiety due to the knee’s
connection in Ayurvedic reflexology. Pressure: Use the palm or broad fingers to apply gentle pressure around the
patella in circular motions. Never press directly on the kneecap. Handling Janu marma improves blood flow to the
joint and eases stiffness – crucial for Kalari students who do deep stances that stress the knees.
Urvi (Oorvi) – Situated at the mid-thigh region, typically on the inner antero-medial thigh where the femoral artery
runs. Urvi is a sira marma (associated with blood vessels) and thus closely tied to circulation. It is said that injury to
Urvi can cause severe bleeding/emaciation of the thigh, highlighting its vascular nature. Energetic significance:
Urvi is functionally connected to the pelvic organs – it “benefits the bladder, colon and kidneys” and is related to
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their function. By massaging Urvi, one can help improve blood supply to the lower abdomen and legs. It is also a
key marma for addressing vascular issues in the legs: Ayurvedic texts associate Urvi with problems like deep vein
thrombosis and varicose veins in the lower limb. In fact, blocked energy at Urvi can manifest as pooling of
blood (varicosity) or nerve pain in the legs. Pressure: Because of the femoral artery here, only light pressure is
used, mostly gentle holding or very soft circular rub. This can stimulate circulation and relieve heaviness in the
thighs. Avoid deep digging pressure as it could bruise the neurovascular bundle. When handled skillfully, Urvi
marma can refresh tired legs and is particularly useful if the client has been standing for long periods.
Lohitaksha – Located in the upper thigh, just below the hip joint and above Urvi (roughly where the femoral artery
and vein enter the thigh, near the groin crease). Lohitaksha is also a sira marma. The term literally means “red
eye,” alluding to a blood-rich spot. Energetic significance: Lohitaksha promotes circulation throughout the
lower extremities. It has a powerful effect on blood flow and nerve signals to the leg – in marma therapy, it’s
used for cases of numbness, paralysis, or coldness in the leg. It is functionally related to the urogenital organs as
well; like Urvi, it influences the bladder and kidneys. Clinically, activating Lohitaksha can help in conditions of
peripheral arterial disease and neuro-angiopathies (blocked arteries, neuropathy in the legs) by improving
blood supply. Pressure: Similar to Urvi, use gentle pressure with the flat of fingers or palm. Often this point is
massaged by pressing inward at the junction of the thigh and pelvis (inguinal area) in a subtle pumping action to
stimulate blood flow. In Kalari Uzhichil, care is taken with Lohitaksha – it should never be struck; only healing touch
is applied. Proper stimulation revitalizes the entire leg, given its upstream position in leg circulation.

(Other marmas in the legs include Indrabasti (calf center), Ani (thigh above knee), Vitapa (groin, near the femoral
nerve) etc., but the ones listed above are the primary points for basic application.)

Handling Sensitivity & Energy: Each marma point has its own sensitivity level. Generally, mamsa (muscle) and sandhi
(joint) marmas like Janu and Gulpha can tolerate moderate pressure when done slowly, whereas sira (vascular) and snayu
(tendon/nerve) marmas like Urvi or Kshipra require lighter pressure. Always approach these points with mindfulness and
breath-synchronized pressure – e.g. applying pressure as the client exhales to reduce pain and then easing off. The
therapist should use relaxed yet focused intent, as these points are said to direct pranic energy.  When massaged
correctly, marma points help release energetic blockages, allowing vitality to flow from the feet upward. This results in
the client feeling both deeply relaxed and invigorated after a Kalari leg massage.

3. Massage Technique – Step-by-Step (Lower Limb)
In Kalari Uzhichil, the lower limb massage is both an art and a science. Goal: Warm up and loosen the entire leg, then use
oil massage strokes to energize and rejuvenate the tissues. We start from the feet and move upward to encourage venous
blood return and pranic energy flow toward the heart.

Preparation: Ensure the client is in a comfortable position. For the front of the legs, the client lies supine (on their back)
with legs slightly apart. For the back of legs, they lie prone (on stomach) with a pillow under ankles. The therapist should
have warm herbal oil ready (e.g. Kuzhambu or sesame-based oil traditionally used in Kalari). Warm oil is critical – it aids
muscle relaxation and balances Vata’s cold quality. Begin by warming your hands with oil and mentally centering
yourself; a calm, focused therapist touch is key.

Kalari Warm-ups and Mobilization: Before applying oil and deep strokes, perform a few joint-loosening movements
(this is a Kalari specialty):

Gently rotate the ankles three times each direction, feeling for any clicks or stiffness.
Flex and extend the knee a few times (if the client is supine, support under the knee and ankle to bend; if
prone, bend the leg at the knee to stretch the quadriceps). This helps lubricate the knee joint.
Perform a mild hip stretch: if supine, slowly lift the leg a few inches and rotate the entire leg inward and outward
(this mobilizes the hip joint); if prone, you can lift the straight leg gently to extend the hip.
Traction and shake: Holding the ankle, give a gentle pull to the leg (traction) and a slight jostle to loosen the
limb. This shaking (reminiscent of certain martial arts stretches) helps release tension and signals the limb to relax.

After these mobilizations (1–2 minutes), the leg will already feel warmer and more receptive to massage. Ensure the client
feels no pain during these movements – they should experience only relief and lightness.

Oil Application: Now apply warm oil liberally from foot to thigh. Use both hands in long gliding strokes (effleurage) to
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spread the oil. Always stroke toward the heart (upward on the legs) in accordance with venous circulation. Use light
pressure initially during oil spreading.

Step-by-Step Massage Strokes (Ankle to Hip):

Foot and Ankle: Begin at the feet, massaging the soles with your thumbs (small circles along the arch) and1.
squeezing/milking each toe. Pay attention to the Kshipra marma between the toes – use a thumb glide there with
light pressure to start the energy flow. Then hold the foot with one hand and use the other hand’s palm to circle
around the ankle (covering the Gulpha marma). Apply medium pressure around the ankle joint to stimulate
circulation and relieve any ankle stiffness. You may gently press the Achilles tendon and calf attachment while
flexing the foot to release tension.
Calves (Lower Leg): With both hands (one on each side of the leg), perform long, gliding strokes from the2.
ankle to just below the knee. These strokes should be firm and rhythmical, following the muscle fibers of the
calves. Use the whole palm and fingers contoured around the calf. Move slowly, in sync with the client’s
breathing – for example, gliding up as they exhale. At the top of the stroke near the knee, lighten pressure and
slide back down more superficially; then repeat. Do 5–7 strokes, covering the entire calf area. This warms the
gastrocnemius and soleus muscles and pumps blood upward. Next, use your thumbs or knuckles to knead the calf
(petrissage): apply circular pressure to any tight spots in the calf (common trigger points are the midway of the
muscle belly). If you find a knot, hold gentle pressure for a few seconds as the client breathes, then release – this
encourages the muscle to “melt.” The Indrabasti marma (center of calf) is in this area; moderate pressure there
can relieve calf cramps and even help tired legs  and sciatica.  Always finish  calf  work  with  a  soothing effleurage
upward to flush out metabolic wastes.
Knee: Massage around the knee (Janu) with care. With the leg slightly bent (place a rolled towel under the knee),3.
use both hands to circle the knee joint – one hand above the patella, one below, moving in opposite circular
motions around the kneecap. Keep pressure light over bony areas and slightly deeper on the surrounding muscle
(quadriceps tendon area and upper calf). This improves synovial fluid movement in the joint. Gently press along the
sides of the knee (medial and lateral joint lines) with your fingertips. If the client has knee pain, spend extra time
with light friction strokes around the patella to increase blood flow. Avoid direct pressure on the patella or any one
point – think of encircling and supporting the knee. Janu marma can be activated by holding the palm over the
kneecap and very gently rocking or vibrating for a few seconds – this can relieve stiffness and is very soothing to
the nervous system (often reducing anxiety in the client). Finish by sliding from just below the knee to mid-thigh in
one long stroke, easing the transition to the next area.
Thighs: Now massage the thigh (upper leg) from knee to hip. The thigh has large muscle groups (quads on4.
front, hamstrings back, adductors inner side). Using both palms (one on the inner thigh, one on the outer thigh),
glide upwards with oil, covering the entire circumference of the thigh in sections. You can use a “wringing” motion:
one hand pushing inward as the other pulls outward in a complementary manner, then alternating – this helps to
deeply knead the muscles. Pressure: medium and consistent, using your body weight by leaning in as you move
up. Work along the quadriceps with the heel of your hand in slow strokes to iron out any tight bands. For the inner
thigh, be more gentle and mindful (avoid excessive pressure near Urvi marma to not impinge nerves or vessels).
You can do gentle thumb circles in the inner thigh groove where it meets the pelvis (this hits the Lohitaksha
region – promoting circulation). For the outer thigh, use knuckles in broad circles if the muscle mass is thick (many
Kalari practitioners have well-developed outer thighs). If the client is prone (face down) for back-of-thigh work, you
would similarly knead hamstrings with sweeping motions and thumb pressure along the muscle fibers. Always be
attentive to the client’s comfort – the thighs can handle pressure, but it should be therapeutic, not painful.
Hip/Glute region: Although not exactly “lower limb,” the hip muscles (gluteals) and IT-band at the side of the5.
thigh may be briefly addressed, since tension here often affects the whole leg. You may do a few final strokes
moving upward into the hip crease and gluteal area (if trained and appropriate with draping). This releases the
attachments of the thigh muscles. In Kalari Uzhichil, this area is sometimes included to ensure the entire limb’s
energy is opened from foot to hip. Use the palm to make deep, slow circles on the gluteus muscle and along the
sacrum if the client is prone – it can release Vata from the pelvic region.
Finish: End the sequence with soothing effleurage strokes from the foot all the way up to the hip. Do several of6.
these long “connecting” strokes with light pressure. This integrates all the work you’ve done and moves blood and
lymph toward the abdomen. Finally, wipe off any excess oil or cover the leg with a warm towel briefly. The leg
should appear slightly pink (indicating increased circulation) and feel warm and relaxed to the touch.

Pressure & Rhythm Guidance: Throughout the massage, maintain a “light-to-medium” pressure as a default. You
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can increase pressure on thick muscles (like upper calf, mid-thigh) but always stay below the pain threshold – Kalari
massage is firm yet flowing, not abrupt or overly intense. Keep a rhythmic pace, often matched to breathing or a mental
count, to lull the client into relaxation. Pro tip: Use your body posture to your advantage – for long strokes, adopt a lunge
stance and glide using your body weight, not just arm strength. This ensures consistency in pressure and saves your
hands from fatigue.

Therapist’s  Posture: Whether working on a table or floor mat, maintain a straight spine and avoid hunching. For
example, when massaging the feet and calves, you might kneel or sit on a low stool so you’re at a comfortable height.
When working on thighs, if standing, keep one foot forward, spine neutral, and use the forward-back motion of your body
for strokes. This not only prevents therapist injury but also translates into smoother strokes. Breathing: Remember to
breathe deeply yourself – if you hold your breath during a stroke, you’ll transfer tension. Instead, inhale as you prepare
and exhale as you press; this will synchronize with the client and create a harmonious flow.

Integration of Kalari Techniques: Kalari Uzhichil sometimes incorporates unique moves like using the therapist’s feet
to massage (with the therapist holding ropes for balance, walking on the client’s legs). Such techniques provide very deep
pressure and stretching. However, those are advanced methods; for this basic application, we focus on hand techniques.
Still,  the  spirit of Kalari massage is present: a focus on agile,  flowing  movements from one part to the next, and a
blending of massage with joint mobilization.

By following these step-by-step techniques, you will effectively warm and relax the lower limb, preparing it for intense
activity or helping it recover from exertion. Always communicate with the client – ask if the pressure is comfortable and
observe non-verbal cues. A properly executed Kalari leg massage should leave the client feeling grounded, light in the
legs, and rejuvenated, without any soreness.

4. Common Issues Addressed by Lower Limb Massage
Kalari Uzhichil for the legs can address a variety of common problems, especially those arising from martial arts training,
athletics, or daily strain. Below are some issues and how the massage helps, including contraindications and precautions:

Leg Fatigue & Overtraining: Prolonged standing, running, or intense training can lead to heavy, tired legs,
muscle soreness, and lactic acid buildup. Massage greatly improves blood and lymph flow, which helps clear out
metabolic waste from muscles. Long gliding strokes up the legs assist venous return, reducing that lead-like fatigue
feeling. By warming and kneading the muscles, we also reduce stiffness and speed up recovery of muscle fibers.
From an Ayurvedic view, fatigue is a sign of Vata accumulation in muscles (dryness, wear-and-tear); abhyanga
(oil massage) nourishes and reverses this. For example, deeply massaging the calves and thighs post-workout can
prevent next-day soreness and restore lightness. Precautions: If fatigue is accompanied by acute swelling or
sharp pain, check for injury – do not aggressively massage a possibly torn muscle. Encourage the client to breathe
during the massage; sometimes post-training muscles can be tender, so adjust pressure to a tolerable level. The
therapist should also be cautious of any cramps – if a muscle suddenly cramps during massage (it can happen if
dehydrated), gently stretch and apply sustained pressure on the cramp until it releases.
Muscle Tension and Knots (Calves/Thighs): Tight calves (e.g. from running, jumping) and thighs (quadriceps
or hamstrings from squats, kicks) are very common in Kalari and other sports. A trained therapist can often feel
taut bands or knots – the muscle will feel ropy or hard under the fingers, and the client may flinch or report a
“sweet pain” when it’s pressed. Through techniques like deep petrissage and trigger-point release (applying static
pressure on a knot for 20–30 seconds), these tensions can be relieved. Massage increases local heat and blood
flow, literally “melting” adhesions in muscle fibers. The client often experiences an immediate increase in flexibility
– e.g. after calf massage, ankle mobility improves; after hamstring massage, forward bending is easier. How to
recognize tightness: Aside from palpation, watch the muscle’s response – a tight area may not indent under
pressure as much, and the client’s breathing may catch. The skin above very tight muscles can also be cooler due
to poor circulation. Also, the client might have a limited range of motion or stiffness (e.g. can’t fully straighten the
knee – indicating tight hamstrings). Precautions: When working out knots, do so gradually – do not jab hard into a
tight muscle, as it may cause protective spasm. Instead, warm the area thoroughly first, and communicate (“On a
scale of 1–10, is this pressure ok?”). Some discomfort can be expected, but the pain should always be in a
“releasing” sense and not sharp. If a muscle is extremely tender (possible micro-tears from overuse), avoid heavy
pressure and focus on gentle effleurage and perhaps counter-stretching (for example, lightly stretching the calf
after massage to reset muscle length).
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Varicose Veins: Varicose veins are enlarged, twisted veins (often in the legs) caused by valve insufficiency. They
present a special scenario in massage. Therapeutic approach: Gentle, upward strokes can help move stagnant
blood and reduce leg discomfort, but only if done with extreme care. It is generally advised to avoid direct,
deep pressure over varicose veins. The vein walls are weak; too much pressure could risk tearing the vein or
dislodging a clot. In Kalari Uzhichil, we acknowledge Urvi marma’s connection to varicosity – thus we work around
that area softly. What  to  do:  Use  feather-light effleurage from the foot to upper thigh, bypassing any visibly
bulging veins or just hovering with very light touch. You can massage above the varicose area with slightly more
pressure to help drain blood from it, and below it to encourage upward flow, but the area with the vein itself treat
as a local contraindication (do not apply pressure directly). If the client complains of achy, heavy legs from varicose
veins, a cool compress after a gentle massage can soothe the area. When to avoid massage: If there’s any sign
of inflammation (phlebitis) – the vein area is red, warm, painful – or if the client has a diagnosed DVT (deep vein
thrombosis), avoid leg massage entirely on that limb. Massage is contraindicated in DVT because a clot could be
dislodged and cause serious harm. In such cases, refer the client to medical management. Therapist
precautions: Always visually inspect the legs before starting. Varicose veins often appear on the inner calf or
thigh; if present, note their extent. Never use percussive techniques (tapping, slapping) over them. Keep the
client’s leg slightly elevated during massage if possible, to aid venous return without excessive pressure. It’s worth
noting that many therapists will refuse full leg massage if varicosities are severe, opting instead for just a
foot massage or upper body work. Use your judgment and when in doubt, err on the side of safety.
Joint Pain or Stiffness (Knees, Ankles): Massage can’t cure structural joint problems (like torn cartilage or
advanced arthritis), but it can greatly alleviate the muscular tension and poor circulation that contribute to pain
around joints. For knees, gentle work on surrounding muscles (quads, hamstrings, calf) reduces strain on the joint
and increases range of motion. We also have specific marma like Janu which, when handled, can reduce knee pain
and even referred pain (some clients feel relief in hips or back thanks to the interconnected nervous reflexes). For
ankles, massage and mobilization (circling, as done in warm-ups) can prevent stiffness and sprains by improving
ligament flexibility. Contraindications: Do not massage a joint that is acutely injured (e.g. a suspected fracture,
ligament tear, or if the joint is swollen and hot from inflammation). In those cases, rest and medical care are first
priorities. Once sub-acute (swelling down), massage can help with recovery by moving fluid. Therapist tips: If a
knee has mild inflammation, you can massage above and below it (thigh and calf) to “indirectly” ease it, but avoid
heavy rubbing of the joint itself. For chronic issues like mild arthritis, a warming herbal oil (e.g. Mahanarayana oil)
massaged in can bring lasting relief by improving circulation to the cartilage.
Cramps and Spasms: Sudden cramps in the calf or foot are common, especially in dehydrated or mineral-
deficient individuals. Kalari massage’s emphasis on marma points like Kshipra (foot) and Indrabasti (calf) can often
abort a cramp. If a client’s muscle seizes during the session, don’t panic – stop the massage stroke, support the
cramped muscle in a stretched position (for a calf cramp, dorsiflex the foot gently), and apply direct pressure with
the heel of your hand. This sends a message for the muscle to relax. Encourage the client to breathe deeply.
Typically, within 30 seconds the cramp will pass, and you can resume lighter massage. Advise the client to hydrate
well after the session. Precaution: Recurring cramps may indicate electrolyte imbalance; while massage helps,
the client might need to address nutrition as well.

Therapist Precautions for Vulnerable Clients: Always tailor your massage to the individual. For an older client or
someone with delicate health, use lighter pressure and shorter sessions to avoid overstressing their system. Be cautious
with clients who have neuropathy (e.g. diabetic neuropathy in feet) – they may not feel pain normally, so they can’t give
accurate feedback; thus use only gentle techniques to avoid unknowingly causing tissue damage. Avoid strong stretches
or extreme range-of-motion moves in clients with joint replacements or chronic orthopedic issues – focus on soft tissue
work instead. If a client has osteoporosis (brittle bones), vigorous leg manipulation is contraindicated – keep pressure
moderate and avoid any percussive strokes. Also, maintain good hygiene – if there are cuts, skin infections, or fungal
issues on the feet/legs, either avoid those areas or wear gloves if needed to protect both parties. Finally, ground yourself
as a therapist – the legs carry a lot of the body’s stress, and as you massage, you want to remain a neutral conduit
releasing that tension, not absorbing it. Shake out your hands occasionally and use proper body mechanics as discussed.
A clear, focused mind on the therapist’s part will ensure the session is both safe and effective.

5. Practical Application Exercise (10-Minute Leg Massage Session)
Now it’s time to put theory into practice. This exercise guides you through a condensed 10-minute leg massage routine
that incorporates the principles above. It’s suitable for practicing on a class partner or client and can be done on one full
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leg (you would repeat on the other leg in a full session). Set up your massage area and let’s begin:

Setup and Positioning: Have the receiver lie comfortably (start with them on their back for the front of the leg). Ensure
the leg is undraped while the rest of the body is covered for warmth and modesty. Place a pillow or folded towel under the
knee for support – this slight bend relieves strain on the lower back and knee. The therapist should kneel or sit beside the
leg at a height that allows easy reach from foot to mid-thigh. Keep your bottle of warm oil within reach. Take a moment to
center yourself with a deep breath.

Step 1 – Centering and Observation (30 seconds): Begin by placing one hand on the client’s foot and the other on
their thigh. Keep your hands still for a few moments. This helps the client feel your touch and for you to “tune in” to the
leg. Notice the temperature of the skin, muscle tone, or any twitching. This silent connection is important in Kalari
Uzhichil, conveying a sense of trust and healing intent.

Step 2 – Oil Application with Gliding Strokes (2 minutes): Pour a small amount of warm oil (about a tablespoon) into
your palms, rub them together, and start applying the oil. Use broad effleurage strokes: begin at the foot, glide up over
the ankle, along the calf and thigh to the groin, then slide hands back down along the sides of the leg (lightly) to the foot,
and repeat. Do this slowly and rhythmically about 8–10 times. As you do these strokes, observe the skin’s response – is
it turning slightly pink (a good sign of circulation) or are there any blanching white areas that persist (could indicate poor
circulation or coldness)? Also, observe your own movement: are you using a smooth continuous motion? Are your
shoulders relaxed? This step warms the tissues and spreads the oil evenly. Encourage the receiver to take slow breaths;
sometimes you can even say, “inhale…exhale” in tune with your strokes for synergy.

Step 3 – Foot and Ankle Work (1.5 minutes): Move to the foot. With both thumbs, press along the sole of the foot
from the heel to the ball (use a caterpillar-like motion with your thumbs). Next, gently pinch and release each toe (this
stimulates many nerve endings and marma points in the toes). Now locate the Kshipra marma between the big and
second toe – use your thumb to apply a gentle circular pressure there for about 5 seconds. Ask the receiver to tell you if
they feel any sensitivity. Often this point might be tender; moderate your pressure accordingly. Then, holding the foot with
one hand, use your other hand to rotate the foot at the ankle joint (3 circles each direction), feeling the ankle mobility.
Finally, sandwich the ankle with both hands and perform a few ringing motions – as if your hands are wringing out a
towel around the ankle (this stimulates Gulpha marma and feels relieving). Self-observation: Are you supporting the foot
adequately? Avoid letting the foot flop around; maintain a confident hold. Check the client’s face – a relaxed face means
your pressure is good; a wince means lighten up.

Step 4 – Calf Muscle Kneading (2 minutes): With the leg still supported, transition to the calf. Use your fingers and
thumb to grasp the calf muscle (gastrocnemius) from opposite sides – almost like your hands are hugging the calf. Knead
the muscle by lifting and squeezing it, moving from the lower calf upward. Do this slowly, covering the entire calf. When
you find a tighter spot (often mid-calf), pause and apply direct pressure with your thumb or knuckles, and hold 10 seconds
– the muscle may initially resist, then you’ll feel it soften (this is a trigger point release). Next, make a fist and use the flat
part of your knuckles to make small circles along the outer edge of the shin (where the peroneal muscles are) and then
along the inner edge (tibialis posterior area) – this covers the entire lower leg musculature. Finish the calf by placing one
hand atop the other (for reinforcement) and doing one long glide from Achilles tendon to the back of the knee, pressing
the calf muscle upward (like squeezing toothpaste from a tube). This flushes out wastes and is very calming. Self-
observation: Are you keeping your back straight? It’s easy to hunch over the calf – instead, bend more at the hips and
keep a long spine. Also, use your body weight on the forward lean to apply pressure rather than just arm strength; this
prevents fatigue and gives a more even pressure. Ensure your breathing is steady – do you tend to hold your breath
during deep work? If so, consciously exhale as you apply pressure.

Step 5 – Knee Mobilization and Massage (1 minute): Now give attention to the knee. Support the leg by slightly
elevating the foot (you can place the foot on your thigh or hold it). With your free hand, gently tap around the patella
with your fingertips – this can stimulate the joint softly (but never pound on the knee). Then place both palms on either
side of the knee and rub up and down around the kneecap (basically massaging the suprapatellar pouch above the patella
and the sides where ligaments are). If the receiver has no discomfort, you can also gently press straight down on the
knee (one palm on top of the other over the kneecap) and wiggle it a bit – this can release gas from the joint (sometimes
a soft pop occurs) and relax the joint capsule. Always finish by soothing strokes above and below the knee to integrate it
with thigh and calf. Self-observation: The knee is a complex joint – be gentle and attentive. Are you moving the knee
within a pain-free range? Watch the client’s reactions. Also, notice your hand placement – are you inadvertently putting
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pressure on the knee cap? Adjust so pressure is around it, not directly on bone.

Step 6 – Thigh Effleurage and Friction (2 minutes): Now focus on the thigh. Using both hands, do broad effleurage
strokes from the knee up to the groin. Use a bit more pressure here because the thigh muscles (quadriceps) are large and
can handle it. Make sure to cover the entire width of the thigh – you might do one stroke with hands more anterior (front),
one with hands more medial (inner thigh), one more lateral, etc., to cover all aspects. After warming the thigh with gliding
strokes, apply some friction: Use your palm or thumb to make deeper circular motions on the bulk of the muscle.
Common tight spots are one hand-span above the knee (in the belly of the quads) and near the inner thigh close to the
pelvis (adductors). Work those spots in circles or back-and-forth motions. If the person is not too ticklish, you can even use
your knuckles to rub along the IT band (outer thigh) which often gets tight – this might be slightly uncomfortable but
effective (check with the client). Also, you can incorporate a quad stretch as you massage: lift the leg by the ankle and
bend the knee (if the client is flexible, bringing heel toward buttock) while simultaneously massaging the front of the thigh
with your other hand – this combines stretch and massage for a great release. After targeted friction, do a final few
effleurages to soothe. Self-observation: Large muscles require you to use larger motions – are you engaging your whole
body? For instance, when doing effleurage on the thigh, you might step into a lunge so you can glide from knee to hip
without just using arm power. Notice if you’re tensing your shoulders; if so, shake them out and reposition. Also, ensure
your thumbs are not overworking – use the broad surface of your hands more. If you encounter an especially tight area,
don’t over-treat it in a short routine; make a note to return in future sessions. Keep the flow – it’s better in a 10-min
massage to deliver a harmonious, overall relaxation than to fixate on one knot intensely.

Step 7 – Finishing Strokes and Integration (1 minute): To conclude, perform a few integrating strokes. One effective
move is the full leg glide: starting with both hands at the foot, glide up to the hip, then one hand continues over the hip
to low back (if reachable) while the other follows, basically sweeping the entire limb and adjacent area. This connects the
leg massage to the rest of the body. Do this 2–3 times slowly. Another finishing move: gentle jostling  – pick up the leg
slightly at the ankle and give it a light shake so it vibrates; this helps the muscles let go of any residual tension (and feels
surprisingly good). Finally, ground the energy: you can place one hand at the hip and one at the foot for a moment,
imagining energy balancing through the limb. Or simply compress the whole leg with your palms in a few spots from thigh
to foot, as if “sealing in” the work. Wipe off any excess oil with a towel. Cover the leg and let the person rest a minute
before sitting up.

Post-Massage  Reflection: Encourage the receiver to gently move their leg, rotate the ankle, and bend the knee to
sense the difference. Often they will report the leg feels “lighter” or “looser.” As the practitioner, take a moment to reflect
on your practice: Did you maintain a good flow? Where did you feel most confident, and where did you feel unsure?
Perhaps you felt a subtle knot release or the client gave positive feedback at a certain technique – note these successes.
Also note if you felt any strain in your own body; that’s a clue to adjust your posture or technique next time. Remember,
consistency and presence are more important than doing fancy moves. If your touch was mindful and caring, that will
have communicated healing.

By regularly practicing this 10-minute routine, you’ll develop muscle memory for the strokes and an intuitive sense of how
a healthy leg feels vs. a tension-held leg. In a full session, you can expand these steps (e.g. spend more time on each part,
include the back of the leg), but this short practice is an excellent foundation. In your Kalari Uzhichil assessments, you
might be asked to demonstrate such a routine, explaining as you go the reasons for each stroke – so use this exercise to
get comfortable with both the doing and the understanding of the techniques.

6. Visual Aids and Additional Learning Tools
Marma & Muscle Diagram: As seen in the figure above, having a labeled diagram of the leg with both marma
points and muscle groups is highly useful. You may print out a chart and mark the locations of Gulpha, Janu, etc.,
along with underlying muscles (like gastrocnemius under Indrabasti marma). Visualizing how the marmas overlay
on muscles and bones will deepen your understanding of why certain massage techniques are effective (e.g.,
pressing Urvi works on the femoral artery, which we see on the anatomy chart). Refer to the provided diagram
during practice to locate points accurately.
Flowchart of Massage Sequence: It can be helpful to outline the step-by-step routine in a flowchart or table for
quick recall. For example: Step Action Purpose Warm-up Joint rotations (ankle, knee), light strokes Loosen joints,
prep tissue (Vata pacification) Foot & Ankle Thumb pressure to sole and Kshipra; ankle circles Stimulate marma,
relax foot, improve mobility Calf Massage Effleurage & kneading (calf) Increase circulation, relieve tightness

AYURVEDBHARATI.O
RG



© Ayurvite Wellness Pvt Ltd. All rights reserved. This PDF is for personal use only. Unauthorized reproduction, distribution,
or commercial use is strictly prohibited.

PDF generated on 26 Nov 2025, 05:55 pm IST

(prevents cramps) Knee Massage Circular rub around knee (Janu) Warm joint, relieve stiffness (safe joint
movement) Thigh Massage Deep effleurage & friction (thigh) Release muscle tension, energize large muscles Finish
Full leg strokes, gentle shake Integrate, relax, and ground the leg’s energy Creating such a table in your notes can
help you memorize the flow and the intent behind each part of the sequence.
Self-Assessment Questions: After practice, ask yourself questions like “Did I cover all major muscle groups and
marmas?”, “Was my pressure consistent and appropriate?”, “How did the client respond at each stage?”. Writing a
brief reflective journal will accelerate your improvement. For instance, you might note “Client winced when I
pressed inner thigh – remember Urvi is sensitive; use lighter pressure there.”
Peer Feedback: Work with a partner student – one gives the massage, then swap. Afterwards, discuss each
other’s techniques. Peers can often feel if your pressure was uneven or if you missed a spot. Use that feedback
constructively. For example, if your partner says “I felt abrupt when you moved from calf to thigh,” you can
practice a slower transition or add a connecting stroke.
Advanced Exploration: For those interested, you can explore how dosha imbalances manifest in the legs –
e.g., Vata imbalance might show as cracking joints and dry skin, Pitta as hot inflammation (like bursitis), Kapha as
fluid retention in ankles. Understanding these can refine your approach (like using cooling oil for a Pitta condition or
extra warming strokes for a Vata condition). Though advanced, this integrative thinking is encouraged as you
progress in the certification.

Instructional Tone Reminder: As advanced students, you are expected to not just perform the techniques but also
articulate the reasoning (anatomical and Ayurvedic) behind them. Maintain a professional approach – always ensure client
comfort, privacy, and consent. Kalari Uzhichil is as much about respectful healing as it is about technique. By blending the
western anatomy precision (knowing muscles, insertions, etc.) with Ayurvedic wisdom (dosha, marma), you become a
holistic therapist.

In summary, the lower limbs are a powerhouse of structure and energy for any Kalari practitioner. Mastering the
anatomy & basic application of Kalari Uzhichil on the legs means you can help someone run faster, kick higher, recover
better, and stay grounded. Practice diligently using the guidance above, and you will gain the confidence to both heal
and invigorate through the magic of touch. Remember the saying in Ayurveda: “The feet are the gateway to the entire
body.” By caring for the lower limbs, we influence the well-being of the whole person. Happy practicing on Day 7 – focus
on those legs, and let the energy flow!
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