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Chapter 19. Single-Herb (Ekamooliya) Dravyas for Skin Health

Today, we’ll explore Ekamooliya Dravyas—single, powerful herbs or natural ingredients used in topical and sometimes
internal remedies for maintaining or improving skin health. By leveraging these pure, unblended substances, you can
pinpoint specific dosha imbalances or skin concerns without the complexity of multi-herb formulas.

1. Introduction to Ekamooliya Dravyas
Ekamooliya means “single-ingredient” in Ayurveda. While many Ayurvedic products are known for complex blends,
sometimes using one carefully chosen herb can be incredibly effective. This approach:

Clarity & Simplicity: You know exactly which ingredient is delivering the effect.1.
Reduced Risk of Over-Synergy: Complex combos can sometimes cause unexpected reactions, especially in2.
sensitive skin.
Targeted Results: Each herb has a distinct property (e.g., cooling, anti-inflammatory, moisturizing), making3.
customization straightforward.

2. Popular Single-Herb Dravyas for Skin
Below are common ekamooliya dravyas frequently used in Ayurvedic skincare. You can apply them in facial masks, spot
treatments, or mild cleansers:

Neem (Azadirachta indica)1.
Properties: Antibacterial, antifungal, cooling for Pitta.
Ideal For: Acne-prone skin, mild fungal issues, or Kapha-Pitta related breakouts.
Application: Paste form using dried neem powder or fresh leaves if available.

Turmeric (Haridra / Curcuma longa)2.
Properties: Anti-inflammatory, brightening, known for antioxidant action.
Ideal For: Balancing Pitta or Kapha, mild hyperpigmentation, dullness.
Caution: May stain skin or clothing; do a patch test to avoid irritation in sensitive skin.

Aloe Vera (Kumari)3.
Properties: Cooling, hydrating gel, calms Pitta and can soothe minor irritation.
Ideal For: Sensitive or slightly inflamed skin, mild dryness or redness.
Usage: Fresh gel directly from the leaf or store-bought, pure formulations.

Sandalwood (Chandan)4.
Properties: Cooling, aromatic, beneficial for Pitta heat.
Ideal For: Hot climates, sun-exposed skin, mild rashes, or Pitta-related breakouts.
Note: Quality can vary; pure sandalwood powder is prized and sometimes expensive.

Manjistha (Rubia cordifolia)5.
Properties: Blood purifier, mild complexion enhancer, anti-inflammatory.
Ideal For: Chronic acne or slight hyperpigmentation, or post-inflammatory marks.
Form: Powder can be used in a face pack or mild decoction.

Tulsi (Holy Basil)6.
Properties: Antibacterial, clarifying, can help balance Kapha/Pitta.
Ideal For: Oily or congested skin, mild breakouts or dullness.
Usage: Powder or paste for short masks, spot application.
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3. How to Use Single-Herb Preparations

A. Simple Face Packs / Masks

Powder + Liquid1.
Mix the herb powder (e.g., neem, manjistha) with water, rose water, or a suitable hydrosol.
Create a smooth paste, apply for 10–15 minutes, then rinse.
For dryness (Vata), you may add a drop of oil or honey to reduce over-drying.

Fresh Gel / Pulp2.
Aloe vera: Scoop fresh gel, directly spread on cleansed skin for 10–15 minutes.
Recommended for sensitive or Pitta skin needing a quick soothing effect.

Spot Treatment3.
Tiny dab on problem spots (e.g., turmeric paste on a pimple).
Leave overnight or short duration, depending on tolerance.

B. Mild Cleansers or Rinses

Turmeric Wash1.
Mix a tiny pinch of turmeric with chickpea flour for a mild morning cleanser.
Be careful about staining—keep concentration low.

Neem Water2.
Boil neem leaves in water, strain, and let cool. Use as a face rinse or final wash after cleansing.

Tulsi Infusion3.
Similarly, a tulsi infusion can act as a clarifying toner or rinse for oily T-zones.

4. Customizing by Dosha
Vata1.

Look for moisturizing single herbs (aloe, small amounts of turmeric with added base like milk or honey).
Avoid overly drying powders or too much washing—Vata dryness can aggravate.

Pitta2.
Cooling herbs like sandalwood, aloe, or a pinch of neem.
Avoid strong spices or high concentrations of turmeric that might irritate sensitive, heat-prone skin.

Kapha3.
Stimulating or clarifying herbs (neem, tulsi, mustard seeds in small amounts) to reduce oiliness or
dullness.
Keep the face pack from being too heavy or creamy.

5. Advantages & Drawbacks of Ekamooliya Approach

Advantages

Simplicity: Minimal risk of unpredictable synergy; easy to pinpoint the herb’s effect.
Cost-Effective: Single-herb powders or fresh leaves can be affordable.
Direct Potency: The herb’s unique attributes are fully present without dilution.

Drawbacks

Limited  Scope: Some skin conditions might need multiple herbs (ex. a synergy of antibacterial + anti-
inflammatory).
Patch Testing: A single herb can still irritate if the client is allergic or the dosage is strong (e.g., pure turmeric).
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6. Practical Tips & Safety
Patch Test1.

Even single-ingredient solutions like turmeric can cause irritation or staining. Always test on a small area
(inner forearm) first.

Freshness & Quality2.
Source pure powders, especially sandalwood or turmeric. Adulteration is common.
If using fresh aloe or neem leaves, ensure they’re clean, pesticide-free.

Avoid Overuse3.
Certain herbs like neem or turmeric can be drying if used daily on all skin types. Adjust frequency to the
client’s response.

Conclusion
Ekamooliya Dravyas let you harness the power of single herbs—straight from Ayurveda’s deep pharmacopeia—for
safe, targeted skin solutions. Neem, turmeric, aloe vera, sandalwood, manjistha, and tulsi each bring distinct properties
to cleanse, cool, nourish, or clarify. By thoughtfully matching them to the client’s dosha and skin concerns, you
provide a simple, effective alternative to complex multi-herb products—proving again that in Ayurveda, less can truly be
more.

You’ve now learned how single-ingredient dravyas can complement or even stand alone as potent skin aids. Next, we’ll
move on to Ayurvedic Beauty Enhancing Procedures like Swedana and Aalepa—seeing how different herbs synergize
in more elaborate protocols. Enjoy the simplicity and directness of Ekamooliya solutions!
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