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Chapter 4. Respiratory System

Introduction: The respiratory system is responsible for bringing life-giving oxygen into the body and expelling carbon
dioxide. A healthy respiratory system not only fuels our cells with oxygen but also contributes to radiant skin and overall
vitality. In Ayurveda, breath (prana) is considered the vital life force; proper breathing balances this energy, supporting
both mental clarity and a healthy complexion. In this chapter, we will explore the structure and function of the respiratory
organs, the mechanics of breathing and gas exchange, how oxygen is transported in the blood, and how breathing is
regulated. We will also discuss common respiratory disorders (like asthma and bronchitis) and their causes, noting their
visible impacts on the skin, along with Ayurvedic interpretations and preventive measures. Throughout, we’ll highlight
practical applications – such as the benefits of pranayama (breathing exercises) – that Ayurvedic cosmetologists and
beauty therapists can integrate into their wellness and beauty routines.

1. Structure & Functions of Respiratory Organs
Diagram of the human respiratory tract, including the nose, pharynx, larynx, trachea, bronchi, and lungs. These organs
form a pathway for air to travel from the outside environment into the depths of the lungs. Each part of the respiratory
system has a distinct structure and role in the breathing process:

Nose & Nasal Cavity: The nose is the primary entrance for outside air. The nasal cavity warms and humidifies
incoming air, and its lining has hairs and mucus that filter dust and microbes. Breathing through the nose is ideal
because it acts as a natural air filter and conditioner. By contrast, mouth breathing bypasses these filters and can
allow more irritants in. Nasal breathing also increases nitric oxide production in the sinuses, which helps kill germs
and opens blood vessels – improving delivery of oxygen and nutrients throughout the body, including the skin.
(This improved circulation from nitric oxide contributes to that healthy glow in the skin.)
Sinuses: These are air-filled cavities in the bones of the skull (connected to the nasal passages). The sinuses help
regulate the temperature and humidity of the air we inhale and also lighten the weight of the skull. They even
influence voice resonance (tone of voice). While not a direct part of the breathing path, healthy sinuses support
comfortable breathing.
Pharynx (Throat):  The pharynx is a muscular tube that serves as a common passage for air  and food. In
respiration, the pharynx collects incoming air from the nose and mouth and passes it down toward the trachea
(windpipe). It’s essentially the hallway at the back of the throat that directs air into the lower airway.
Larynx (Voice Box): Located just below the pharynx, the larynx is the top of the airway to the lungs. It contains
the vocal cords, so it produces sound when air passes through. The larynx also has a crucial cartilage flap called
the epiglottis that guards the entrance to the trachea. During swallowing, the epiglottis closes to prevent food or
liquid from “going down the wrong pipe” (into the airway), thus protecting the lungs from aspiration.
Trachea (Windpipe): The trachea is the main airway tube that connects the throat down into the chest. It is a
sturdy tube supported by C-shaped cartilage rings to keep it open. The trachea conducts air from the
pharynx/larynx down to the lungs. Inside, it is lined with cilia (tiny hair-like structures) and mucus, which trap and
sweep out dust and pathogens, cleaning the air before it reaches the lungs.
Bronchi and Bronchioles: The trachea divides into two main bronchi – one entering the right lung and one
entering the left lung. These bronchi further branch into smaller and smaller tubes called bronchioles, forming a
tree-like network inside each lung. The bronchioles are tiny airways (as small as a millimeter in diameter) that lead
air to the alveoli. The lining of the bronchial tubes also has cilia and mucus to continue filtering and clearing
particles. This branching system ensures air is delivered to all parts of the lungs.
Lungs & Alveoli: The lungs are two spongy organs filling the chest, responsible for gas exchange. The right lung
has three lobes, and the left lung (slightly smaller to accommodate the heart) has two lobes. Each lung is covered
by a thin membrane called the pleura, which also lines the inside of the chest wall – this allows smooth gliding
movement during breathing. Inside the lungs, the bronchioles end in clusters of microscopic air sacs called alveoli.
There are millions of alveoli in the lungs, providing an immense surface area for gas exchange. The alveoli have
extremely thin walls and are enveloped by capillaries (tiny blood vessels). It is here that oxygen from the air passes
into the blood and carbon dioxide from the blood is released into the air to be exhaled. We will discuss this gas
exchange in detail later. Essentially, the lungs act as the interface where the air meets the bloodstream.
Supporting Muscles (Rib Cage & Diaphragm): While not organs per se, the bony and muscular structures
around the lungs are integral to respiration. The rib cage (thoracic bones) protects the lungs and heart, and it can
move slightly to assist breathing by expanding and contracting the chest cavity. The diaphragm is a dome-shaped
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sheet of muscle that forms the floor of the chest cavity (separating it from the abdominal cavity). When the
diaphragm contracts and moves downward, it creates suction that draws air into the lungs. Together, the
coordinated movements of the diaphragm and the rib muscles enable the lungs to inflate and deflate during
breathing.

Ayurvedic Perspective (Prana Vayu): In Ayurvedic physiology, all these respiratory structures are part of the
pranavaha srotas – the channels that carry prana (the vital life force associated with breath). The subtype of Vata dosha
called Prana Vayu governs the respiratory system. Prana Vayu’s seat is in the head and chest, and it oversees the intake
of life energy through breathing. Its functions include respiration as well as sensory intake and even the “reception of
thoughts,” linking breath with mental clarity. In other words, Ayurveda teaches that when we breathe in, we’re not just
taking in oxygen – we’re also drawing in vital energy that nourishes both body and mind. A balanced Prana Vayu “supports
the heart and lungs” and maintains proper respiratory function. This is why disturbances in breathing (shallow breath,
polluted air, etc.) are thought to disturb not only physical health but also mental equilibrium. For a beauty therapist,
understanding Prana Vayu underscores how closely connected breathing is to a person’s vitality and even the vibrancy of
their skin. Good, deep breathing keeps the flow of prana strong, which in turn can reflect as a lively, healthy glow and a
calm, clear mind.

2. Mechanism of Breathing & Gaseous Exchange
Breathing Movements (Inhalation and Exhalation): Breathing is an automatic, rhythmic process, yet it can also be
consciously controlled. The mechanics involve changes in pressure within the chest cavity. During inhalation,  the
diaphragm muscle contracts and moves downward, while the external intercostal muscles (between the ribs) contract to
lift and expand the rib cage. These actions enlarge the chest cavity, reducing internal pressure so that air is drawn into the
lungs (much like sucking air into a bellows). As the lungs expand, they fill with fresh air. During exhalation, the process
reverses: the diaphragm relaxes and domes upward and the rib cage recoils to its resting position, which increases the
pressure in the chest and pushes air out of the lungs. Normal, relaxed exhalation is mostly passive (due to elastic recoil of
lung tissue), whereas forceful exhalation (like blowing out candles or during exercise) involves abdominal and internal
intercostal muscles contracting to actively squeeze air out.

Our breathing can be shallow or deep. A typical gentle breath (tidal breathing) moves about 500 mL of air in and out – this
is called the tidal volume. However, the lungs have capacity for much more; in an average adult the total lung capacity
(the maximum air the lungs can hold) is around 5–6 liters. During exercise or deep breathing practices, we draw in and
expel larger volumes, refreshing more of the air in the lungs. By contrast, under stress or poor posture we might take only
very shallow breaths, using a fraction of our lung capacity. Deep, efficient breathing ensures adequate ventilation of the
lungs, meaning more oxygen reaches the alveoli and more carbon dioxide is removed, which is crucial for keeping the
blood chemistry in balance.

Gaseous Exchange in Alveoli: The primary goal of breathing is to exchange gases – to get oxygen into the blood and
carbon dioxide out. This vital exchange occurs in the alveoli of the lungs. Diagram of gas exchange between an alveolus
and the blood in capillaries. Each alveolus is surrounded by a web of capillaries. When you inhale, air fills the alveoli, which
are rich with oxygen and low in carbon dioxide. The blood arriving in the capillaries around those alveoli has come from
the rest of the body, so it is relatively low in oxygen and high in carbon dioxide. The difference in gas concentrations
allows diffusion to occur: oxygen molecules pass from the air in the alveoli through the thin alveolar wall into the blood,
while carbon dioxide passes from the blood into the air inside the alveoli. In this way, the blood picks up a fresh supply of
oxygen and releases the waste carbon dioxide to be exhaled. This exchange is very efficient because the alveoli provide a
huge surface area and their walls are extremely thin. An adult’s lungs contain roughly 300 million alveoli, creating a
surface area of about 50–75 square meters (approximately the size of half a tennis court!) for gas exchange. Nature has
designed this system so that every tiny air sac is maximally exposed to blood flow. With each breath, oxygen rapidly binds
to the blood’s hemoglobin (more on hemoglobin in the next section) and carbon dioxide is unloaded into the alveoli to be
expelled when we breathe out. Essentially, the lungs act as a 24/7 gas exchanger, keeping our internal environment
supplied with oxygen and free of excess carbon dioxide.

Why Efficient Breathing Matters (for Energy and Skin Health): Efficient breathing – meaning full, unlabored breaths
that adequately ventilate the lungs – is fundamental to good health. When you breathe properly (deeply and at a relaxed
pace), you optimize oxygen delivery to your tissues and the removal of carbon dioxide. Oxygen is needed by every cell in
the body to produce energy (ATP) through cellular respiration. If your breathing is shallow or if lung function is impaired,
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less oxygen reaches the bloodstream and ultimately your tissues. This can lead to fatigue, low vitality, and in the long
term can slow down cellular renewal. For the skin, which is a living organ, good oxygenation is a key to maintaining its
vitality. Well-oxygenated skin cells are better at regeneration and repair, giving the skin a natural brightness. On the other
hand, poor oxygen supply can make the skin appear dull or pale. For example, people with chronically low blood oxygen
(due to conditions like anemia or lung disease) often develop a washed-out or bluish complexion because “without enough
hemoglobin and oxygen, the skin can turn pale”.

Furthermore, deep breathing has systemic benefits. It improves circulation – as you inhale deeply, the increased oxygen
and a gentle boost of nitric oxide (from nasal breathing) help dilate blood vessels and improve blood flow. Better blood
flow means more nutrients reach the skin and waste products are carried away, contributing to a healthier skin tone. Deep
breathing also means better carbon dioxide removal; keeping CO2 levels in check helps maintain the optimal pH of the
blood, which is important for all organ functions (skin included).

From an Ayurvedic perspective, proper breathing increases the flow of prana, energizing the body and mind. This life
energy infusion is believed to support ojas (the vital essence or vigor), which in turn is reflected as a glowing complexion
and robust health. In short, breathing fully and efficiently literally “breathes life” into your skin and body. Modern science
echoes this: studies in the wellness domain note that “deep breathing exercises, yoga, and meditation can help reduce
stress and improve oxygenation, benefiting both skin and overall well-being”. As a beauty therapist, encouraging clients
to take a few deep breaths not only relaxes them but also can enhance their skin’s appearance by boosting circulation and
oxygen supply. Many find that a few weeks of practicing better breathing habits leads to improvements in energy levels
and a more vibrant look – truly, beauty from the inside out.

3. Oxygen & Carbon Dioxide Transport in Blood
Once oxygen is absorbed in the lungs, it must be delivered to every cell in the body, and carbon dioxide produced by
those cells must be carried back to the lungs for excretion. The bloodstream is the transport highway for these gases, and
red blood cells are the vehicles. Specifically, a protein called hemoglobin within red blood cells is the key carrier of both
oxygen and carbon dioxide. Hemoglobin’s function is to bind gases: each hemoglobin molecule can latch onto oxygen
in the lungs and then release it in the tissues that need it, and it can carry some carbon dioxide from the tissues back to
the lungs. In fact, “the protein inside red blood cells that carries oxygen to cells and carbon dioxide to the lungs is
hemoglobin.”

Here’s how it works: When blood passes through the lung’s capillaries, each hemoglobin molecule in the red blood cells
can bind up to four oxygen molecules (one on each of its four iron-containing heme units). The oxygen binds to
hemoglobin very efficiently in the high-oxygen environment of the lungs. This oxygen-rich blood (bright red in color due to
oxygenated hemoglobin) then travels through arteries to reach tissues. In the capillaries of tissues, where oxygen levels
are low and carbon dioxide levels are higher, hemoglobin releases its oxygen, which diffuses into the cells. Those cells use
oxygen to burn nutrients (like glucose) in order to produce energy – a process that also produces carbon dioxide as a
waste product. The CO₂ diffuses out of the cells into the blood. A portion of the carbon dioxide (about 20-25%) binds
directly to hemoglobin (to the protein part of the molecule), while the majority of CO₂ is carried in the plasma in the form
of bicarbonate ions (after an enzymatic reaction). When the blood returns to the lungs, the process reverses: carbon
dioxide is released from hemoglobin and from the plasma, then diffuses into the alveoli to be exhaled, while oxygen binds
again to the hemoglobin for another delivery cycle. This continuous loading and unloading process is what keeps us alive
minute-to-minute.

Oxygen’s Role in Tissue Nourishment and Skin Vitality:  Oxygen is absolutely critical for the nourishment and
functioning of tissues. All our cells require oxygen for aerobic respiration – the process of generating ATP (energy currency
of the cell) – which powers cellular activities including growth, repair, and defense. The skin, being a highly active organ
(constantly renewing itself, healing minor cuts, fighting off microbes), needs a good supply of oxygenated blood. When
oxygen supply is abundant, skin cells can turn over regularly, collagen production is supported, and the skin maintains its
elasticity and brightness. Oxygen is also needed for building and supporting the skin barrier – the protective outer layer
that keeps moisture in and irritants out. According to skin health experts, “oxygen is vital to skin health for cellular
respiration, tissue health and repair, skin barrier function, pore purification, renewal/turnover, and the production of
collagen and elastin”. In essence, oxygen helps skin stay resilient and youthful by powering the processes that regenerate
skin cells and by enabling the synthesis of collagen and elastin (the fibers that keep skin firm and supple).
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On the flip side, if oxygen delivery is poor, skin and other tissues suffer. A common example is iron-deficiency anemia
(low hemoglobin levels), which often results in visible pallor – the skin loses its healthy color and may look pale or sallow.
This is because hemoglobin is the pigment that gives blood its redness; when it’s low, less oxygen-rich blood reaches the
skin surface. Medical sources note that “without  enough  hemoglobin  and  oxygen,  the  skin  can  turn  pale”. Poor
oxygenation can also slow wound healing and reduce the skin’s ability to rejuvenate. In chronic lung diseases or heavy
smokers (who may have both lung impairment and carbon monoxide-bound hemoglobin that can’t carry oxygen), the skin
can take on a dull, grayish tone and aging is accelerated (smoking, for instance, is known to deplete oxygen to the skin
and break down collagen, leading to wrinkles and a rough complexion).

For beauty therapists, this knowledge underscores why therapies that increase local blood flow (like facial massage,
steaming, or certain masks) can momentarily enhance skin radiance – they likely boost oxygen delivery to the area.
Moreover, it’s a reminder of why overall health habits (like good nutrition for healthy hemoglobin levels and not smoking)
reflect in the skin’s appearance. In Ayurvedic terms, strong rakta dhatu (healthy blood) carries prana and nutrients to all
tissues, and this nourishes the twak (skin) from within. Healthy blood and robust breathing together create the foundation
for tejas – the luminous vitality that shines through a person’s complexion.

Carbon Dioxide Removal: While oxygen’s arrival gets a lot of attention, the removal of carbon dioxide is equally
important. CO₂ is a byproduct of metabolism and its buildup would lead to acidification of the blood. The body is very
sensitive to CO₂ levels – even slight increases will trigger changes in breathing (as we’ll see in the next section on
regulation). Fortunately, hemoglobin and blood chemistry manage CO₂ efficiently: about 70% of CO₂ is converted to
bicarbonate (which buffers blood pH), about 20% binds to hemoglobin, and 10% dissolves in plasma. When you exhale,
you’re ridding the body of this CO₂ load, keeping the internal environment in balance. From a wellness perspective,
techniques that increase the exhalation of stale air (like deep exhalation practices in pranayama) can help clear out more
CO₂ and may contribute to that feeling of refreshment after breathing exercises.

In summary, the blood – empowered by hemoglobin – is the link between the lungs and every other organ, including the
skin. Oxygen in, carbon dioxide out, in a beautifully orchestrated cycle. Ensuring that this cycle runs smoothly (through
healthy lungs, healthy blood, and healthy breathing habits) is a foundation not just for life, but for vitality and beauty as
well.

4. Regulation of Respiration
Breathing, though often an unconscious process, is carefully regulated by our nervous system to meet the body’s
moment-to-moment needs. The rate and depth of breathing adjust automatically whether we are sleeping, exercising, or
experiencing stress. This regulation is primarily controlled by respiratory centers in the brainstem  (specifically  the
medulla oblongata and pons). These brain centers generate the basic breathing rhythm and tweak it in response to the
body’s feedback signals.

Neural Control Centers: The medulla contains the main respiratory rhythm generator. It sends regular nerve impulses to
the diaphragm and intercostal muscles, causing them to contract rhythmically for inhalation. The pons contains centers
(the pneumotaxic and apneustic centers) that fine-tune the breathing pattern – smoothing the transition between
inhalation and exhalation. Together, these centers ensure breathing continues automatically without conscious thought. If
these centers are damaged (for example, in severe brain injury), a person may lose the ability to breathe unaided.

Chemical Regulation (Chemoreceptors): The body closely monitors the levels of CO₂, O₂, and pH in the blood and
cerebrospinal fluid. Specialized receptors called chemoreceptors are the watchdogs:

Central  chemoreceptors are located in the medulla and detect changes in the pH of cerebrospinal fluid (which
reflects CO₂ levels in the blood, since CO₂ forms carbonic acid). If CO₂ rises (and pH drops – becoming more acidic),
these receptors stimulate the respiratory center to increase breathing rate and depth, blowing off more CO₂.
Peripheral chemoreceptors are located in the carotid bodies (in the neck) and aortic bodies (near the heart). They
are sensitive to low oxygen levels in the blood, high CO₂, and low pH. If oxygen in the arterial blood drops
significantly or if CO₂/pH is abnormal, they send signals to the brainstem to breathe faster or deeper.

Carbon dioxide is the primary driver of normal breathing regulation – even a slight increase will cause a marked increase
in ventilation. Oxygen plays a role too, but under most conditions CO₂ levels are the main trigger. In short, the respiratory
center acts to maintain homeostasis: “input is stimulated by altered levels of oxygen, carbon dioxide, and blood pH”, and
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the brain then adjusts breathing to keep these levels in balance.

Mechanical and Other Inputs: The brain’s respiratory center also receives input from:

Pulmonary stretch receptors in the lungs that sense if the lungs are too inflated. They provide feedback to prevent
over-inhalation (known as the Hering-Breuer reflex), thus protecting the lungs from damage due to over-stretching.
Irritant receptors in the airways that can trigger protective responses like coughing or sneezing if something is
irritating the respiratory tract.
Higher brain centers: We can consciously control breathing to some extent (for example, holding our breath or
taking a deep intentional breath) via the cerebral cortex. Emotions and stress (processed through the limbic
system and hypothalamus) can also alter breathing – for instance, fear can make us gasp or breathe faster, and
sadness might induce sighing. Indeed, “hormonal changes relating to stress and anxiety from the hypothalamus”
can modify respiratory rate. Think of how breathing quickens when we are anxious (a manifestation of the “fight or
flight” response).

All these inputs integrate in the brainstem to produce a breathing pattern suited to the situation: during exercise,
breathing ramps up to supply more oxygen; during sleep, it slows down; if CO₂ accumulates, breathing intensifies; if you
consciously take slow breaths, you can temporarily override the automatic rhythm.

Impact of Stress on Breathing (and Skin): Stress and strong emotions can significantly impact respiration. In a stress
response, the sympathetic nervous system is activated – often leading to rapid, shallow breathing or even hyperventilation
in anxiety. Chronic stress might create a habit of suboptimal breathing (e.g., consistently breathing in a shallow, chest-
breathing pattern). Such patterns mean the lower lungs (which have more blood flow) might not be fully ventilated,
potentially reducing oxygen uptake. Moreover, stress can indirectly affect skin health: rapid breathing can lower CO₂ too
much (causing blood vessels to constrict), and chronic stress releases hormones like cortisol that can lead to skin issues
(acne, dullness, or exacerbated conditions like eczema). Also, during stress, blood flow may be diverted from the skin to
vital organs, which is why someone might look pale or get dark circles under eyes when exhausted or anxious. In
Ayurvedic terms, stress aggravates Vata, leading to irregular respiration and poor distribution of prana and blood, often
visible as dryness or fatigue on the face. We commonly notice “tired eyes” or lackluster skin in those under chronic stress
– partially due to these physiological breathing-related changes.

Ayurvedic Breathing Practices (Pranayama) and Relaxation: One of the empowering aspects of breathing is that it’s
a bridge between the conscious and unconscious. We can use conscious breathing techniques to influence our mind-body
state. Pranayama, the yogic science of breath control, consists of various techniques to slow down, deepen, or otherwise
modulate breathing for beneficial effects. Modern research validates that pranayama and similar breathwork can indeed
reduce stress and improve autonomic balance. For example, practicing slow, deep breathing exercises has been shown to
shift the body from a sympathetic (fight-or-flight) state to a parasympathetic (rest-and-digest) state. In other words, “slow
Pranayama  appears  to  shift  the  autonomic  nervous  system  from  the  fight  or  flight  sympathetic  to  the  calming
parasympathetic state”. This leads to lowered heart rate, reduced blood pressure, and a state of calm relaxation. It’s no
surprise that after a few minutes of deep breathing or alternate-nostril breathing, people report feeling more tranquil and
clear-headed. Physiologically, such practices increase lung capacity, improve oxygenation, and even have been noted to
help conditions like asthma.

From an Ayurvedic view, pranayama balances Prana Vayu and the other vayus, ensuring that the life force flows properly.
It not only calms the mind (enhancing mental clarity) but also kindles the digestive fire and improves circulation of ojas
(vital essence). The net effect is often a clearer mind, better stress resilience, and a certain vibrancy in one’s appearance –
indeed, inner peace tends to reflect as outer beauty.

For beauty and wellness professionals, incorporating breath awareness and pranayama techniques into client sessions can
be highly beneficial. Teaching a stressed client to take slow breaths or doing a short guided breathing exercise at the start
of a treatment can make a noticeable difference in their relaxation level, which in turn can improve their response to the
treatment. The improved blood oxygen and circulation from such breathing will help “feed” the skin during a facial or
massage. Additionally, a calm client is less likely to have stress-related symptoms (like redness or twitchy nerves) during
the therapy.

Suggested Activity: Breath Awareness Before Facial Therapy – Before beginning a facial or any beauty therapy,
take a couple of minutes to guide your client through a simple breath awareness exercise. For example, have the client
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close their eyes, and take 5–10 slow, deep breaths together. Encourage inhaling through the nose (to filter and warm the
air) and exhaling either through nose or mouth in a controlled, extended manner. You might say: “Inhale deeply, feel your
abdomen expand… now exhale slowly, releasing any tension.” This practice helps switch the client’s physiology into a
relaxed mode. It floods the blood with oxygen and can increase blood flow to the face (you might notice a gentle healthy
flush on their skin afterwards). It also helps the client be more present and mindful during the treatment. This is
essentially a mini-pranayama session – a practical application of Ayurvedic wisdom. By integrating such pranayama in
beauty routines, therapists can enhance not just the client’s mental state but possibly the effectiveness of the treatment
(since relaxed tissues may absorb products better and a calm mind contributes to that post-facial “glow”). In sum, breath
awareness is a powerful yet simple tool in holistic beauty therapy.

5. Respiratory Disorders & Their Causes (and Their Reflections on Skin)
Like any system, the respiratory system can face a variety of disorders. Here we will highlight a couple of common
respiratory conditions – what causes them, how they might manifest, and notably, how they can affect one’s appearance
(skin health) from a beauty therapist’s perspective. We’ll also touch on Ayurvedic interpretations of these conditions and
suggest preventive measures or holistic tips.

Asthma: Asthma is a chronic inflammatory disorder of the airways. In asthma, the bronchial tubes become hyper-
responsive and can narrow (bronchospasm) in reaction to certain triggers. Common triggers include allergens
(pollen, dust mites, pet dander), air pollution or smoke, cold air, exercise, and stress or strong emotions. During an
asthma attack, the lining of the airways swells and produces excess mucus, and the muscles around the airways
tighten, causing symptoms like wheezing, coughing, chest tightness, and difficulty breathing. Asthma often starts
in childhood, and while it has no permanent cure, it can be managed. Visible impact on skin/appearance:
People with asthma (especially if allergy-related) may have “allergic shiners” – these are dark circles under the
eyes caused by chronic nasal congestion and impaired blood flow in that area. Allergic shiners give a person a tired
or shadowed look around the eyes. Also, if asthma disturbs sleep (coughing or wheezing at night), the person
might have a fatigued appearance or dull skin from lack of rest. In severe or poorly controlled asthma, chronic low
oxygen during attacks can cause a pale or slightly bluish tinge to the skin, especially lips or nail beds (a sign of
cyanosis). Some asthma medications (like oral steroids) if used long-term can also affect skin – causing acne or
thinning – but that’s more of a medical side effect than the disease itself. Ayurvedic interpretation: In Ayurveda,
asthma is known as Tamaka Shwasa. It is considered a disorder of the pranavaha srotas (respiratory system)
caused by an imbalance of doshas. Typically, both Vata and Kapha doshas are aggravated in asthma. Kapha’s
qualities (cold, heavy, wet) manifest as mucus and congestion in the lungs, while Vata’s qualities (dry, spasmodic,
irregular) manifest as the spasms and difficulty in breathing. Sometimes Pitta can be involved too (especially in
asthma triggered by infection or accompanied by acid reflux). The underlying cause is often traced to weak
digestion and accumulation of ama (toxins), which then lodge in the respiratory channels. Preventive measures
(Ayurvedic & general): An Ayurvedic approach to asthma focuses on balancing Kapha and Vata. Practically, this
includes avoiding Kapha-aggravating foods like excessive dairy, cold drinks, and fried foods that can increase
mucus. A Kapha-pacifying diet – warm, light meals, using spices like ginger, black pepper, and turmeric – helps
reduce mucus formation and improve digestion. Identifying and avoiding triggers is crucial (for example, keeping
one’s environment free of dust and smoke). Breathing exercises (pranayama) are highly beneficial; techniques like
deep diaphragmatic breathing, Nadi Shodhana (alternate nostril breathing), or Bhramari (bee breath humming) can
strengthen lung function and calm the mind, reducing the frequency of attacks. In fact, regular pranayama has
been shown to improve lung capacity and reduce stress-related exacerbations of asthma. Other preventive tips
include maintaining a regular routine (to pacify Vata), using a humidifier or steam inhalation in dry weather (to
soothe airways – see note on steam under bronchitis), and potentially herbal supplements like Tulsi (holy basil) or
Tylophora (as per Ayurvedic practitioners’ advice) for respiratory support. For a beauty therapist, understanding a
client’s asthma might mean ensuring no strong scents or harsh chemicals are used that could trigger them, and
perhaps incorporating calming breaths in the session. Also, being aware of their potentially sensitive, allergy-prone
skin (since many asthmatics also have eczema or sensitivities) will help tailor the skin treatments appropriately.
Bronchitis: Bronchitis is an inflammation of the bronchial tubes. It comes in two forms: Acute  bronchitis  is
usually caused by viral infections (like a bad cold or flu that spreads to the chest) and is short-term, lasting a few
weeks. Chronic bronchitis, on the other hand, is a longer-term condition usually caused by repeated irritation of
the airways. The leading cause of chronic bronchitis is cigarette smoking – the smoke irritates the bronchial lining,
causing persistent inflammation and mucus production. Other causes or contributing factors to chronic bronchitis
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can include long-term exposure to air pollution, chemical fumes (for example, occupational exposures like hair
spray or industrial vapors), and repeated respiratory infections. Chronic bronchitis is one of the conditions under
the umbrella of COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease). Symptoms: Both forms cause cough and mucus
(sputum) production. In acute bronchitis, the mucus might be yellow/green if there’s an infection. In chronic
bronchitis, there is a productive cough that lasts for months or years, often worse in the mornings (“smoker’s
cough”), and shortness of breath especially with exertion. Visible impact on skin/appearance: Chronic
bronchitis can lead to a condition known as cyanosis in advanced cases – lips, nail beds, or skin might turn a bluish
color due to low oxygen levels in the blood (patients with chronic bronchitis are sometimes called “blue bloaters” in
medical jargon, referring to this bluish discoloration and a tendency to be overweight). Even before cyanosis sets
in, a person with chronic bronchitis or heavy smoking history might exhibit a dull, ashen complexion and early
wrinkling of the skin. Smoking in particular accelerates skin aging; the term “smoker’s face” describes the wrinkles,
uneven skin tone, and gauntness seen in long-term smokers due to both toxic effects and reduced oxygen to the
skin. So a client with chronic bronchitis (often a smoker) may have prematurely aged skin and a sallow tone.
Ayurvedic interpretation: Bronchitis corresponds largely to Kasa Roga (cough disorder) in Ayurveda. More
specifically, chronic bronchitis aligns with Kaphaja Kasa, meaning a cough rooted in Kapha imbalance. In Kaphaja
Kasa, there is abundant mucus, congestion, and a wet cough – just as in chronic bronchitis. However, Ayurveda also
acknowledges Vataja and Pittaja types of cough, which might correspond to dry cough or cough with inflammation.
In chronic bronchitis, Kapha is predominant (mucus, heaviness in chest), but Vata may also play a role (spasmodic
coughing fits). The causative factors in Ayurveda would include exposure to smoke or dust (which aggravate Kapha
in the lungs), cold foods, or lingering ama from poor digestion that settles in the respiratory tract. Preventive
measures: Avoidance of smoking or exposure to secondhand smoke is the single most important measure – as
modern medicine and Ayurveda both would advise (tobacco smoke is an extremely “drying” and aggravating
substance for Vata and Pitta, while also creating Kapha-type congestion over time). For someone prone to
bronchitis, keeping the lungs clear is key. One useful home remedy is steam inhalation: inhaling warm steam
helps to loosen and thin out mucus, making it easier to expel, and also relaxes the bronchial muscles. In fact,
“steaming breaks up the mucus and enables easy expectoration. It relaxes the chest muscles”. This can be done
safely using a bowl of hot water with a towel over the head or using a facial steamer; adding a few drops of
eucalyptus or menthol can enhance the decongestion effect. (Interestingly, beauty therapists often use facial
steamers – those can double as a quick relief for a client with mild congestion!). Ayurvedic texts also recommend
herbal support such as Vasaka (Malabar nut) and Mulethi (licorice root) which help soothe the airways and
expectorate mucus. Maintaining good immunity is important so that colds don’t progress to bronchitis: this includes
a balanced diet, adequate rest, possibly supplements like Tulsi tea or Chyawanprash (an Ayurvedic tonic) which is
renowned for strengthening respiratory health. For cosmetologists, if a client has chronic bronchitis, it’s wise to
ensure the treatment room is well-ventilated (they may get breathless in stuffy rooms) and to avoid strong
chemical fumes. They might also appreciate a warm drink after treatment to soothe their throat if they’ve been
coughing. Skin-wise, be aware their skin might be sensitive or dehydrated from smoking, so hydrating and
antioxidant-rich treatments would be beneficial.
Other Respiratory Issues: While asthma and bronchitis are two major conditions, there are others that a beauty
therapist might encounter indirectly. Allergic rhinitis (hay fever), for example, is extremely common and, like
asthma, can cause allergic shiners (dark under-eye circles) and puffy eyes due to nasal congestion. Clients with hay
fever might come in with red, watery eyes or a creased nose (from frequent wiping – the “allergic salute”).
Ensuring they aren’t exposed to triggering allergens in the salon (like strong floral scents or dusty areas) can help.
Ayurveda would classify allergic rhinitis under Pratishyaya (cold/coryza) often linked to Kapha and impaired
immunity; using Nasya (nasal oil drops) with medicated oils or doing saline nasal rinses can help keep their nasal
passages clear as a preventive measure. Sinusitis (inflammation of sinuses) can similarly cause facial pressure
and under-eye puffiness; steam inhalation and warm compresses are simple measures to advise. Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD), which includes chronic bronchitis and emphysema (often from long-
term smoking), can cause clubbing of the nails (enlarged fingertips) and a ruddy or bluish face in later stages
(“pink puffers” in emphysema tend to have a flushed complexion from overexerting breathing muscles). While a
beauty therapist is not treating these conditions, noticing these signs can be important; for instance, if a new client
has clubbed nails and is unaware, it might be a gentle nudge for them to see a healthcare provider. In COVID-19
era, we also became aware of how acute respiratory infections can temporarily affect appearance – e.g., “COVID
face” with puffiness or stress lines from illness and wearing masks.

Ayurvedic Preventive Wisdom: Across all these respiratory issues, Ayurveda emphasizes maintaining balance through
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lifestyle to prevent disease. Key preventive measures include:

Avoiding exposure to known causatives: e.g., cold, damp weather if you’re prone to asthma (wear a scarf, avoid
cold drinks); pollutants or smoking which aggravate almost all respiratory conditions.
Diet  and  Digestion: Keep the digestive fire strong so that mucus (Kapha) is kept in check. Using anti-Kapha
spices (ginger, turmeric, black pepper) in daily cooking can help. Avoid heavy, oily, or dairy-rich meals if you have a
tendency toward phlegm.
Regular Exercise and Pranayama: Exercise improves lung capacity and clears the respiratory channels, and
pranayama ensures the breath is fully utilized. Even something as simple as a daily morning walk and a few yogic
breathing exercises can vastly improve respiratory resilience.
Stress Management: Since stress can trigger or worsen many respiratory problems (asthma attacks, shallow
breathing, etc.), managing stress through meditation, yoga, or even receiving regular spa treatments can be
beneficial. A relaxed body breathes easier.
Herbs and Remedies: Ayurvedic herbs such as Tulsi (holy basil), Pippali (long pepper), and Adulsa (Vasaka) are
known to support lung health. Golden milk (turmeric in warm milk or a non-dairy alternative) at night can soothe
the throat and boost immunity.
Clean environment: Keeping living spaces free of dust, mold, and smoke is fundamental. Good ventilation and
perhaps using air purifiers or diffusers with appropriate essential oils (like camphor or eucalyptus in moderation)
can help those with sensitive lungs.

For beauty therapists, having this holistic understanding means you can subtly integrate supportive measures for your
clients. For example, offering a cup of warm ginger-infused tea to a client with congestion, or using eucalyptus in a facial
steam for a client who mentions sinus issues, or simply advising someone on breathing techniques when they appear
anxious – these small touches enhance the client’s experience and outcomes. It demonstrates a caring approach that
considers their overall well-being, which is the essence of Ayurvedic cosmetology.

Conclusion: The respiratory system is deeply interwoven with our overall health and even our appearance. It provides the
vital oxygen that our skin and tissues need to thrive and is a major conduit of prana, linking body and mind. For Ayurvedic
beauty professionals, knowledge of the respiratory system is not just academic – it’s practical. It helps us appreciate why a
client’s dull skin might brighten with better breathing habits, or why stress relief via breathwork can be the secret sauce in
a rejuvenating facial. By integrating classical anatomy and physiology with Ayurvedic insights, we gain a 360° view:
understanding the structures (nose, lungs, etc.), the processes (breathing and gas exchange), and the subtle energy
dynamics (prana and doshas). This empowers us to offer truly holistic care. In practice, something as simple as reminding
a client to “take a deep breath” or customizing a treatment to account for their asthma can make a profound difference.
Ultimately, a well-balanced respiratory system – physically and energetically – helps nourish the mind, body, and beauty of
a person. As the old Ayurvedic adage goes, “When the breath is steady, the mind is steady”, and we might add:
when both breath and mind are steady, one’s natural beauty can shine through effortlessly.
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