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Chapter 07. Introduction to Ayurvedic Cosmetology — Skin & Hair Fundamentals

We’re now moving from a broad understanding of Ayurvedic fundamentals into Basics of Ayurvedic Cosmetology.
This lesson focuses on how Ayurvedic principles apply specifically to skin and hair, setting the stage for more detailed
study in the coming days.

1. Overview and Objectives

In previous lessons, you learned about Ayurveda’s core philosophy, including Panchamahabhutas (Five Elements), Tri-
Gunas (Sattva, Rajas, Tamas), and Tri-Doshas (Vata, Pitta, Kapha), culminating in understanding Prakriti (individual
constitution). This week, we’ll pivot to applying those principles in the realm of skin and hair care.

Key Objectives for Today:

Define Ayurvedic Cosmetology and how it differs from conventional cosmetology.1.
Understand the Ayurvedic view of skin and hair as integrated parts of overall health.2.
Review the concept of Twacha (skin) layers and basic hair physiology from an Ayurvedic perspective.3.
Explore how doshas, dhatus (tissues), and other factors influence skin and hair health.4.

2. What Is Ayurvedic Cosmetology?

Definition and Scope1.
Ayurvedic Cosmetology (sometimes called “Soundarya Vigyan”) focuses on enhancing and maintaining
beauty through the holistic lens of Ayurveda.
It  encompasses external applications (herbal face packs, oils, creams) and internal regimens (diet,
lifestyle, and mind care) to nurture healthy skin and hair.
Unlike modern cosmetology—which often targets symptoms (e.g., acne outbreaks, dandruff)—Ayurveda
aims to prevent and rectify imbalances by identifying root causes.

Key Differences from Mainstream Cosmetology2.
Holistic  vs.  Symptomatic: Ayurveda addresses body-mind-spirit. It sees external issues (dry skin,
pigmentation, hair fall) as indicators of internal imbalance.
Individualized vs. Generalized: Dosha-based and constitution-based approaches allow for customized
treatments, rather than one-size-fits-all products.
Preventive Focus: Emphasis on dinacharya (daily routines), ritucharya (seasonal routines), and ongoing
self-care to avoid severe cosmetic issues down the road.

Key Takeaway: Ayurvedic Cosmetology is not just about looking good; it’s about internal well-being
reflected outwardly.

3. Ayurvedic Perspective on Skin (Twacha)

The Sanskrit term for skin is Twacha. While modern medicine views skin as having three primary layers (epidermis,
dermis, hypodermis), Ayurveda describes multiple sub-layers and correlates each layer with different dhatus (tissues).

Basic Ayurvedic Layers of Twacha1.
Ancient texts like Sushruta Samhita mention up to seven layers (Avabhasini, Lohita, Shweta, Tamra,
Vedini, Rohini, Mamsadhara), each associated with specific functions and related tissue elements.
For simplicity in this course, we’ll group them to understand how doshas affect the surface and depth of
the skin.

Skin as a Reflection of Inner Health2.
In Ayurveda, agni (digestive fire), dhatu nourishment, and dosha balance collectively determine skin’s
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luster, moisture level, and resilience.
Ojas, the vital essence of all dhatus, is crucial for a glowing complexion—when ojas is depleted, the skin
appears dull and lacks radiance.

Role of Doshas in Skin Health3.
Vata influences dryness, fine lines, and thinness in the skin.
Pitta governs heat, color, and potential for inflammation (acne, rashes).
Kapha bestows moisture and thickness but can lead to oiliness and clogged pores if imbalanced.

Common Skin Concerns & Their Ayurvedic View4.
Dryness, cracking, premature wrinkles (High Vata)
Acne, rashes, redness (High Pitta)
Oily skin, blackheads, congestion (High Kapha)
Each concern is addressed not only topically but also internally via diet, lifestyle, and possibly herbal
supplements.

4. Ayurvedic Perspective on Hair

In Sanskrit, hair is referred to as Kesha or Kesham. Ayurveda sees hair health as a direct reflection of dhatu nutrition
(especially Asthi Dhatu for structure and Majja Dhatu for the marrow-like aspects, plus Shukra Dhatu for deeper
vitality), as well as dosha balance.

Hair Formation & Nourishment1.
Ayurveda correlates hair to the by-product (upadhatu) of bone tissue (as per some texts), meaning if bone
tissue (Asthi) is not well-nourished, hair may be weak or lackluster.
Healthy digestive fire (agni) and adequate production of Rasa (nutrient plasma) are essential for
delivering nutrients to hair follicles.

Dosha Influence on Hair2.
Vata: Hair may be dry, brittle, prone to split ends.
Pitta: Hair can be fine, sometimes prone to premature graying or thinning under stress or excess heat.
Kapha: Hair is often thick and lustrous, but scalp might get oily or prone to dandruff (if combined with
Vata dryness).

Scalp Health3.
The scalp is governed by the same principles affecting the skin—dosha  imbalances  can  manifest  as
dryness, itching (Vata), inflammation or foul odor (Pitta), or excess oil (Kapha).
Key is to maintain a balanced environment with correct hair  oils,  cleansing routines, and dietary
considerations.

Common Hair/Scalp Issues and Ayurvedic Insight4.
Dandruff: Often Vata + Kapha imbalance; dryness plus flakes or oily buildup.
Hair Loss: Can be triggered by excess Pitta (stress, heat) or severe Vata imbalance (poor nutrition to hair
roots).
Premature Graying: Often linked to Pitta aggravation, depletion of Rasa or Shukra Dhatu.

5. The Role of Dhatus (Body Tissues) in Cosmetology

Understanding Dhatus1.
Ayurveda classifies bodily tissues into seven dhatus: Rasa (plasma), Rakta (blood), Mamsa (muscle), Meda
(fat), Asthi (bone), Majja (marrow), Shukra (reproductive tissue).
Each dhatu must be adequately nourished for overall health—including hair, skin, and nails.

Dhatu Malnutrition & Cosmetic Effects2.
If Rasa is compromised, the skin may look dull and feel dry (less hydration).
Insufficient Rakta might lead to pale or blotchy complexion.
Poor Asthi nourishment correlates with weak bones, brittle nails, and lackluster hair.
Shukra deficiency may manifest as early aging signs, including hair thinning or lack of vitality.

Supporting Dhatu Health3.
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Balanced diet with the six tastes (sweet, sour, salty, bitter, pungent, astringent) in proper proportions.
Lifestyle that aligns with circadian rhythms (Dinacharya) and seasonal shifts (Ritucharya).
Use of Rasayana (rejuvenating) herbs, such as amalaki (Indian gooseberry), ashwagandha, or brahmi,
under guidance.

6. Integrative View: Diet, Lifestyle, and Mind in Beauty

Dietary Influence1.
High Pitta individuals benefit from cooling foods (coconut, cucumber).
Vata types often need warm, moist foods (soups, healthy oils).
Kapha constitution thrives on lighter, spicy or bitter foods to counter heaviness.
A balanced diet ensures all dhatus get the nutrients they need for healthy skin and hair.

Lifestyle Considerations2.
Stress management: Mind-body practices (yoga, meditation) reduce Rajas and keep Vata/Pitta balanced.
Proper sleep: Overnight, tissues regenerate; poor sleep leads to lackluster skin, dark circles, and hair
issues.
Physical activity: Helps keep channels open, improves circulation—essential for delivering nutrients to the
skin and scalp.

Mental Health & Gunas3.
Excess Rajas or Tamas can derail even the best skincare regimen.
Cultivating Sattva fosters consistent, mindful self-care, leading to a natural glow.

7. Reflection & Exercises

Exercise 1: Quick Dosha-Skin/Hair Quiz (10–15 minutes)

List three signs you’ve noticed in your skin or hair that might point to a particular dosha imbalance.1.
Reflect  on  your  current daily routine—do you often experience dryness, oiliness, or irritation? Try linking these2.
symptoms to Vata, Pitta, or Kapha influences.

Exercise 2: Dhatu Connection (5–10 minutes)

Task: Identify which dhatu you suspect may need more support. For example, if you have brittle nails or weak
hair,  you  might  focus  on  Asthi (bone tissue) nourishment through calcium-rich  foods,  sesame seeds,  or
recommended Ayurvedic herbs.

Exercise 3: Mind-Body Inventory (5–10 minutes)

Task: Jot down any stressors (mental, emotional) that consistently affect your skin or hair. Do breakouts or hair
fall  worsen in periods of anxiety (high Vata) or anger (high Pitta)? This helps you link guna  imbalances to
cosmetic symptoms.

8. Summary & Looking Ahead

Today’s Key Points1.
Ayurvedic Cosmetology addresses both external and internal aspects of beauty.
Skin (Twacha) and Hair (Kesha) reflect the state of our doshas and dhatus.
Diet, lifestyle, and stress management are as crucial as topical products for true radiance.

Preparation for Next Lessons2.
In upcoming days, you will explore common Ayurvedic herbs  and ingredients  for natural cosmetic
formulations (Week 2, Days 2–5).
We’ll also discuss simple, practical regimens  to maintain doshic balance specifically for skin and hair
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concerns.

Summary
Today sets the foundation for understanding how Ayurveda’s timeless principles seamlessly integrate  into
cosmetology. Remember, your skin and hair are not isolated—they’re part of a dynamic  system  influenced  by
nutrition,  emotional  state,  environment,  and  daily  habits. Keep observing how your dosha  (and  possible
imbalances) manifest externally, and prepare for deeper dives into herbal applications in the coming days!
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