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Chapter 18. Ayurvedic Solutions to Rosacea, Eczema, or Dermatitis

Rosacea, eczema, and dermatitis each involve inflammatory processes in the skin, albeit with varied presentations. From
an Ayurvedic standpoint, these conditions often revolve around Pitta (inflammatory heat) or Vata (dryness, tissue
instability) dysregulations, sometimes complicated by Kapha stagnation (in weeping or thickened lesions). This lesson
delves into advanced Ayurvedic strategies for topical and internal support, bridging time-tested herbal interventions
with modern synergy, always mindful of each condition’s pathology and the client’s dosha constitution.

1. Ayurvedic Overview of Rosacea, Eczema, Dermatitis

1. Rosacea
o Usually tied to Pitta aggravation manifesting as chronic facial redness, visible superficial vessels, and
potential papules.
o Stress, spicy/sour foods, or harsh climates can exacerbate.
o In advanced cases, a mild Vata dryness overlay may cause flaking or micro-cracks around inflamed areas.
2. Eczema (Vicharchika)
o Can be Vata-dominant (dry, cracked, itching) or Pitta-dominant (red, inflamed, weepy) or a Kapha-variant
with thick scaling and exudation.
o Chronic stress, dietary triggers, or toxins (ama) commonly implicated.
3. Dermatitis (General Inflammation)
o May reflect Pitta or combined dosic imbalance, leading to acute or subacute inflamed patches.
o Could range from contact dermatitis (irritant, allergic) to more chronic atopic presentations, bridging Vata
dryness and Pitta reactivity.

2. Advanced Herbal & External Therapies
A. Soothing Lepa / Topical Pastes

1. Manjistha + Licorice + Sariva
o All are pitta-shamaka (calming Pitta) and rakta-prasadana (blood-purifying).
o Prepare a mild paste in-an aloe or rose-water base, apply for 10-15 minutes to inflamed or red areas.
o Aim to keep it from fully drying—cover with a damp cloth if dryness is an issue.
2. Sandalwood (Shweta or Rakta Chandana) + Vetiver
o Cooling synergy for rosacea or mild Pitta-based eczema.
o Mix with minimal honey for extra emollience (if dryness coexists).
3. Vata-Dominant Eczema:
o Fenugreek + Shatavari + Bala powders, mixed with milk or ghee in small measure, focusing on dryness
relief.
o Keep the application short (10 minutes) to avoid over-chilling or dryness upon drying.

B. Cooling Compresses & Herbal Waters

1. Brahmi or Coriander Infusion
o Lukewarm or room-temp compress on reddened or itching skin, especially helpful for rosacea flares or mild
Pitta-based eczema.
o Using a cotton cloth soaked in the infusion for 5-10 minutes, daily or as needed.
2. Licorice / Guduchi Decoction Spray
o For advanced inflammation, a cooled decoction sprayed gently post-shower can reduce itching or burning
sensations.
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3. Internal Synergy & Dosha Management

1. Pitta-Focused
o Mahamanjisthadi Kwath or Sarivadyasava: Deeper cleansing of rakta dhatu, potentially reducing
chronic flush or inflammatory cycle.
o Ghee-based formulations (like Brahmi Ghrita, Tikta Ghrita) can systematically calm internal heat if
dryness also emerges.
2. Vata-Focused
o Address dryness from within: Ashwagandha, Shatavari, Bala in mild daily measure for moistening
tissues.
o Key is consistent hydration and nutrient-dense, easy-to-digest foods.
3. Kapha or Mixed
o If exudation or thick scaling, use mild kapha-reducing herbs: Triphala or Punarnava internally, ensuring no
big blocks of ama.
o Trikatu in small doses if edema or low digestive fire is suspected.
4. Stress & Lifestyle
o Chronic stress amplifies inflammatory mediators. Incorporate pranayama (Nadi Shodhana, Sheetali), yoga
flows that are calming, and consistent sleep to stable mind-body synergy.

4. Dosha-Targeted Oils & Creams

1. Medicated Ghrita-based Cream (advanced)
o Combine a short decoction of sariva + manjistha + sandalwood in the water phase with a ghee or
kokum butter base.
o Emulsify with beeswax or a mild natural emulsifier, creating a specialized cream for Pitta (heat) or dryness-
based eczematous patches.
2. Taila (Oil) Infusions
o Murivenna or Chemparuthyadi taila in Kerala tradition for wound-like eczematous lesions—contains
herbs like hibiscus or coconut base.
o For rosacea, a mild coconut-brahmi taila can gently calm superficial blood vessel dilations.
3. Bakuchi (Psoralea corylifolia) caution
o Classically used for vitiligo or mild leucoderma, though some advanced usage in scaly conditions if carefully
diluted.
o This herb is potent and can irritate Pitta-based or sensitive skin—patch test essential.

5. Spa Protocol Suggestions

1. Rosacea Calming Facial
Gentle steam with rose or coriander infusion, short duration.
Topical Lepa: Brahmi + licorice + aloe (cool mixture), 10 minutes max.
Final compress with cucumber or sariva decoction to reduce any post-mask flush.
Possibly a mild nasya with brahmi oil if mental stress triggers flush episodes.
2. Eczema & Dermatitis Relief Wrap
o Body or local wrap with shatavari + licorice + manjistha paste in a cool base (milk, coconut water),
short application.
o Post-rinse: mild oil, ghee-based if dryness is severe.
o Encourage consistent follow-ups or home routines.
3. Scalp Dermatitis
o Soak scalp with a bhringraj + licorice decoction or mild warm compress, then apply a coconut-lotus or
coconut-brahmi infused oil.
o Rinse gently with a neem-lodhra infusion if exudation or weeping exist (Kapha-Pitta).
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6. Special Considerations & Modern Synergies

1. Topical Anti-Inflammatory
o Some advanced lines incorporate small percentages of tetrahydrocurcuminoids (colorless turmeric
fraction) or azelaic acid from Ayur-compatible sources like wheat derivatives, bridging classical and
modern anti-inflammatory action.
2. Fermented or Prebiotic Approaches
o Lactobacillus or mild probiotic-based lotions with triphala extracts, supporting a healthy skin
microbiome—particularly beneficial in eczematous dryness or mild dermatitis.
3. Patch Testing & Avoiding Over-Heat
o Any warming herb (like ginger, black pepper) must be used very cautiously in Pitta-related dermatoses.
o Overly chilling therapies also hamper Vata dryness healing—balance is key.

7. Indications & Contraindications
Indications

e Mild to moderate rosacea flares, dryness or vascular redness.
e Eczematous patches that are not severely infected or open.
e Dermatitis with dryness or mild scaling, absent of major.infection or deep ulceration.

Contraindications

e Severe infection, weeping or widespread open lesions—medical dermatologist or advanced Ayur physician
collaboration needed.

e Hypersensitivity to strong herbs (like bakuchi, mustard, or chili extracts).

e Extremely compromised skin barrier—avoid vigorously cleansing or harsh lepas.

Conclusion

Rosacea, eczema, and dermatitis each reflect distinct Pitta-Vata-Kapha pathologies requiring customized Ayurvedic
solutions that combine soothing lepas, herbal oils, and—when needed—internal support to quell systemic triggers.
Through advanced herb synergy (like licorice + manjistha for Pitta or fenugreek + ashwagandha for Vata dryness) and a
mindful spa or home routine (moderated steam, gentle marma therapy, final cooling compress), one can mitigate
inflammation, dryness, and flare-ups. This integrated approach underscores Ayurveda’s capacity to holistically manage
challenging inflammatory skin conditions in a thoughtful, dosha-aligned manner.
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