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Chapter 16. Ayurvedic Guidelines about Twacha (Skin) & Its Layers – Classical Insight

Welcome to Day 41 of your Ayurveda Cosmetology course! Today, we continue our study of skin by examining classical
Ayurvedic references to Twacha and its sub-layers. Building on the modern–Ayurvedic overview from Day 40, this lesson
dives deeper into textual insights, revealing how each layer connects with dosha balance, dhatus, and overall health.

1. Twacha (Skin) in Classical Ayurveda
Ayurvedic texts (e.g., Charaka Samhita, Sushruta Samhita) detail multiple layers of the skin, sometimes citing up to
seven  distinct strata—each with specific functions and vulnerabilities. Although naming conventions vary, the goal is to
illustrate how internal imbalances manifest externally.

Commonly Mentioned Layers

Avabhasini: The outermost “shining” layer that influences complexion or glow.1.
Lohita: Connected to blood or circulation aspects beneath the surface.2.
Shweta: Reflective of certain color or tone properties.3.
Tamra, Vedini, Rohini, Mamsadhara (varies by text): Deeper layers where sensations, tissue support, and4.
healing responses occur.

Key Takeaway

Each layer relates to underlying dhatus  and the flow of nutrients, toxins, or dosha imbalances. This layering concept
underscores that beautiful, healthy skin depends on internal harmony, not just surface care.

2. Dosha Influence on Skin Layers
Vata1.

If dryness (Ruksha) or depletion occurs, it can cause thin, easily cracked outer layers (Avabhasini dryness),
poor circulation in Lohita.
Leads to rough texture, premature wrinkles, or flaking.

Pitta2.
Excess heat affects redness, rashes, or sensitivity. Deeper layers like Lohita  might  become  inflamed  if
Pitta is high.
Often manifested as acne, erythema, or photosensitivity.

Kapha3.
Tends to produce oiliness, thickness in the superficial layers.
Potential dullness, congestion, or mild puffiness if metabolism is sluggish.

Ayurvedic Approach

Balancing each dosha ensures each layer of Twacha is properly nourished, cooled/warmed, or stimulated.
Therapies like Udvartana for Kapha or Ksheera Dhara for Pitta derive from this layered understanding.

3. Relation to Dhatus & Rasa/Rakta
Ayurveda often points out how skin health is influenced by the quality of Rasa (plasma/lymph) and Rakta (blood):

Rasa Deficiency: Lacking proper hydration leads to dryness, poor glow.
Rakta Imbalance: Stagnation or toxicity might show up as rashes, discoloration, or blemishes.
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Asthi (Bone) & Majja (Marrow): In certain contexts, deeper dryness or nutrient shortage might eventually affect
hair or nails, which share embryological ties in Ayurvedic theory.

Why This Matters

A client’s internal health (digestive, metabolic) is often correlated with changes in outer layers of the skin—an
essential concept for holistic cosmetology.

4. Common Skin Issues via Classical Layers
Below are examples of how Ayurveda might interpret specific skin concerns:

Premature Aging / Wrinkles1.
Possibly stemming from Vata dryness in outer layers + insufficient Rasa nourishment.
Encourages oil-based therapies, rasayana, and mindful lifestyle.

Chronic Acne or Pitta Rashes2.
Could indicate heat/inflammation at deeper layers (Rakta-related).
Suggests cooling herbs, dietary changes, or mild blood purification (like manjistha, turmeric).

Deep Hyperpigmentation3.
May involve layers akin to Lohita or sub-layers influencing melanin expression.
Ayurveda addresses both external lepa and internal balancing to correct the root cause.

5. Ayurvedic Recommendations for Twacha Health
Internal Cleansing & Dosha Balance1.

Prioritize Agni regulation, ensuring your diet is tailored to constitution and season.
Rasayana herbs (like Amla, Manjistha, or Guduchi) can be employed for better Rasa/Rakta support.

External Therapies2.
Abhyanga with dosha-appropriate oils, Lepa applications (face/body packs), and mild Swedana (steam)
can nourish and detox different skin layers.
Carefully chosen herbal combos for dryness, heat, or congestion.

Lifestyle3.
Adequate sleep, minimal stress, and daily routines (Dinacharya) keep the body and mind in
harmony—reflected in the skin’s outer glow.

6. Practical Dos & Don’ts (Classical View)
Do:1.

Use warm water or gentle cleansers that reflect your dosha needs; e.g., a mild herbal wash if dryness, or
a cooling wash for heat.
Emphasize internal health: balanced meals, fresh produce, minimal processed foods.
Perform self-massage (Abhyanga) to maintain moisture and elasticity in superficial layers.

Don’t:2.
Over-scrub or use harsh chemicals that strip protective oils—Ayurveda advocates gentle, rhythmic
approaches.
Ignore internal signs like constipation or poor digestion; these can surface as skin dullness or breakouts.
Overexpose skin to harsh climates without protective measures (like appropriate oils or clothes).
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7. Summarizing the Classical Insight
Layers: Ayurvedic texts discuss multiple Twacha strata, from surface glow (Avabhasini) down to deeper structural1.
aspects—mirroring the complexities found in modern dermal layers.
Holistic: Balanced dhatus, robust Agni, and healthy lifestyle ensure each layer receives optimum nourishment.2.
Personalization:  Understanding  a  client’s  dosha  and  layer affliction leads to more effective solutions—both3.
topical (herbal masks, oils) and internal (dietary guidelines, rasayana support).

Conclusion
Ayurvedic guidelines regarding Twacha highlight how skin is intricately connected to the entire body-mind system.
Recognizing each layer, the role of doshas, and the importance of internal health sets the stage for truly holistic
skincare solutions. By applying these classical insights, you can craft targeted regimens that go beyond surface-level
results, nurturing skin from its deepest origins to its outermost glow.

End of Day 41: You’ve explored Ayurvedic insights on Twacha (skin) and its layered references in classical texts.
Tomorrow (Day 42), we’ll conduct a practical demonstration on assessing skin type through an Ayurvedic Prakriti
lens, solidifying this layered concept into real-world cosmetology practice. Enjoy blending these time-honored ideas into
your modern spa or personal care!
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